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Emu
(Dromaius novaehollandiae)
Height
Up to 6 feet
Weight
120 pounds
Distribution
Throughout Australia
Status in the Wild
Emus are common but are threatened by habitat loss and fragmentation. However, emus have also benefited from the expansion of farming areas and sources of water for livestock.

Habitat
Arid inland plains to tropical woodlands
Description
Males are smaller and lighter in color than females. Both sexes have dark gray-brown feathers. The plumage on their undeveloped wings is loose and shaggy because, unlike most birds, their feathers lack the small barbules or barbs that hold them together. Emus have a black bill, and the skin of their head and throat is blue, while their long legs are dark gray with three toes. Their eyes are reddish-brown. Emus have very good eyesight and hearing.
Behavior
Male emus make deep growling grunts, and female emus boom when they are content. Although they are flightless, emus can run 30 mph in a bouncing, swaying motion and can swim well.
Interesting Facts
· Emus are Australia’s largest bird, as well as the second largest flightless bird in the world.

· Emus can store fat when food becomes hard to find.

· To aid with their digestion, emus ingest pebbles and charcoal.
· Emus are the unofficial national bird of Australia. The emu appears on everything from the Australian coat of arms to postage stamps and money.

· Emus have an extra set of eyelids that act like a pair of goggles to protect their eyes from dust as they search for food and water in the windy deserts.

· Emus are related to ostriches. Emus are shorter than ostriches and have dark, coarse feathers, while ostriches have white feathers.
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