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Hamill Family Wild Encounters Scheduled to Open at Brookfield Zoo July 1, 2015

Exhibit to Feature Up-Close and Memorable Animal Experiences
Brookfield, Ill.—From the Chicago Zoological Society’s inception, its mission has been to inspire conservation leadership by connecting people with wildlife and nature. The best way to accomplish this is, and always has been, the animals at Brookfield Zoo. On July 1, 2015, Hamill Family Wild Encounters, an exciting new interactive animal experience, opens. Every aspect of it is designed to create special and extraordinary encounters for zoo guests of all ages by providing opportunities to interact and get up close to some very charismatic animals.
The animals featured truly are an intercontinental group that represents species from all over the world, including the frigid northern tundra, the towering Andes, and the Australian Outback. Guests encounter both domestic and exotic species, including Bennett’s wallabies, parakeets, emus, and reindeer, as well as the zoo’s menagerie of more than 70 animal ambassadors.

Hamill Family Wild Encounters features a variety of multisensory interpretive experiences such as narrative illustrations, art and sculptures, audiovisual media, and hands-on interactives, many facilitated by the zoo’s animal care and volunteer staff. The engaging messages throughout the exhibit highlights connections between animals and people.

The moment guests venture into the exhibit, which is located on the site of Brookfield Zoo’s former Children’s Zoo, they will notice its fun, inviting, and open atmosphere. The entrance’s trellis is topped with vibrant panels that, when the sun is shining, projects colorful geometric shapes on the ground. The central focal point, the Christopher Family Plaza, is captivating with its three whimsical kinesthetic sculptures. The one-of-a-kind moving pieces of art, which range from 10 to 14 feet high, are made of metal and brilliant shapes of glass that spin and rotate with the slightest breeze.

The Plaza is also a place where guests can gather to meet Brookfield Zoo’s animal ambassadors, including a prehensile-tailed porcupine, savannah and serval cats, a screaming hairy armadillo, a tamandua (a small anteater), a two-toed sloth, a great horned owl and other birds of prey, and a variety of reptiles and amphibians, such as a savannah monitor, a boa constrictor, a bearded dragon, and a 
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Blanding’s turtle. During inclement weather, animal care staff will present these up-close experiences in the ITW White Oak Room inside the adjacent Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion.

Winding paths tinted in shades of tan, green, and blue and textured with animal footprints and branch impressions lead zoogoers to each of the animal areas. Also along the way, colorful interpretive graphics, in English and Spanish, highlights unique features about each of the species.

The goat encounter features 25 to 30 Nigerian dwarf goats. Boulders allow the animals to display some of their natural behaviors, such as climbing, jumping, and leaping. Guests are able to touch the goats, as well as groom them with brushes and even feed them (a small fee applies for dispensed grain). 
Guests can discover the differences and similarities between llamas and alpacas when they see these two species sharing a habitat. On occasion, these animals, which are native to the Andes Mountains of western South America, will be out and about on the walkways with their animal care staff.
Adjacent to the llamas and alpacas is a herd of reindeer. They, too, can be seen on the walkways with their animal care staff interacting with guests, especially during the fall and winter months, when the animals’ spectacular antlers can be seen up close.
Red pandas are fascinating critters that are related to raccoons and not bears. Their habitat, located just south of the Christopher Family Plaza, features an authentic-looking bonsai tree that was constructed of steel beams, rebar, and concrete by the Chicago Zoological Society’s exhibits crew, with input from many other departments. The tree, which measures 13 feet tall and 35 feet wide, has many nooks and crannies for animal care staff to place food items. Additionally, there are built-in crevices to accommodate eight timed feeders—seven are electronic and one is mechanical. The feeders release various food items at random times throughout the day to encourage the animals’ natural foraging behaviors.

A walk-in wallaby yard houses more than 20 Bennett’s wallabies. Guests of all ages have the chance to connect with these Australian marsupials, along with emus, the second largest flightless bird in the world. The green, lush grassy knoll in the habitat gives the wallabies private space. Or the animals can choose to get close up to zoogoers, who have opportunities to feed the wallabies and emus (a small fee applies for grain). Benches along the winding pathway provide places to relax and enjoy watching the animals. An Australian-themed wood pergola in the center of the trail offers shade, and a nearby cistern adds to the ambience. Cisterns are popular in the dry regions of Australia, where they are used to collect rainwater that can be used during droughts.
The more than 6,500-square-foot aviary, one of the largest in North America, will house more than 700 hundred free-flying parakeets (not all birds are in the aviary at once). Prior to entering, there is a video to watch that illustrates what to expect once inside. Guests can interact with the colorful parakeets and even purchase seed sticks that may entice the birds to fly to a finger or shoulder for a treat. Skylights
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run the length of the building, allowing in natural light. Also running the length of the interior is a bench dividing it into two spaces, one for guests and parakeets and the other just for the birds. The walls are adorned with large, colorful graphics of a bald eagle, a peregrine falcon, a sandhill crane, and a wood duck that illustrate the successful conservation efforts that have helped these species in the wild.
All of the animals in Hamill Family Wild Encounters have off-exhibit areas that have either heated or sheltered space, depending on their needs. Amenities for guests include an interactive mister for cooling off during warm temperatures, ADA-accessible restrooms, and the nearby Oaks Café with outdoor ADA accessibility and seating.

Just east of the exhibit is the Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion, featuring both public and off-exhibit spaces. The entry to the building features a wall clad in wood recycled from Brookfield Zoo’s former Children’s Zoo big barn. The wood was skillfully removed, sanded, stained, and cut to the needs of the space. To the left of the entry is the ITW White Oak Room, a multiuse, nearly 2,200-square-foot space with high wood ceilings and a glass wall that opens to a covered patio area that can serve as an extension of the room. Additionally, clerestory windows maximize natural daylight. The room may be used for up-close experiences with the animal ambassadors during regular zoo hours and for special events, and it also is available for after-hour private functions for up to 160 seated guests. To the right and down a short hallway is a public restroom facilities, including an ADA-accessible family restroom with an adult changing table. The remainder of the Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion is off-exhibit space (indoor and outdoor) that houses the zoo’s more than 70 animal ambassadors, as well as animal care staff facilities. 
A conscious effort was made to use wood certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and products with higher levels of pre- and post-consumer recycled materials. Every attempt was made to utilize regional materials that were extracted, harvested, or manufactured within 500 miles of Brookfield Zoo to reduce the carbon footprint of supplies used for the project. Light tubes in the ceiling illuminate interior spaces with natural light for animals and staff. Finally, the building has water-efficient plumbing fixtures and adaptive and native landscaping to reduce the need for irrigation. With these design efforts, appropriate paperwork is being submitted to the U.S. Green Building Council so that the building is issued the proper level of LEED Certification.

Admission to Hamill Family Wild Encounters is $5 for adults and $3 for children 3-11 and seniors 65 and over. Children 2 and under are admitted free (Brookfield Zoo members pay half price).
The $17.5 million Hamill Family Wild Encounters and Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion were funded by many generous donors: Mrs. L.W. Alberts, James and Elizabeth Bramsen, Doris Christopher,
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The Christopher Family, Patricia Gallagher, Corwith Hamill, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Tourism, ITW, Ms. Yvonne A. Johnson, Michelle and Andrew Lauter, 
Jerry and Sandy Manne, Judy and Michael Mason, Kelley and Paul Schueler, Kathy and Jim Sperlak, State of Illinois, Jennifer Wolf and Steven Miller, and the Women’s Board of the Chicago Zoological Society

#      #      #
About the Chicago Zoological Society
The Chicago Zoological Society, which manages Brookfield Zoo, inspires conservation leadership by connecting people with wildlife and nature. The Chicago Zoological Society is a private nonprofit organization that operates Brookfield Zoo on land owned by the Forest Preserves of Cook County. The Society is known throughout the world for Brookfield Zoo's innovative, naturalistic, multispecies exhibits and for its international role in animal population management and wildlife conservation. For further information, visit www.CZS.org.

