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Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion 

Fact Sheet
Purpose
Guests of all ages engage in up-close experiences with animal ambassadors and, inspired to action, become active conservationists. This pavilion houses a variety of animal ambassadors that will interact with guests in the adjacent Hamill Family Wild Encounters exhibit, in other areas inside the zoo, and in venues outside of the zoo. A public portion serves special events, catered events, and animal ambassador encounters with guests. Public restrooms serve the pavilion, as well as the adjacent Oaks Café. 

Site Development
· Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion (building only): 10,739 square feet
· Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion boundaries: 39,256 square feet (.9 acres)
· Hamill Family Wild Encounters: 101,404 square feet (2.3 acres)

· Total area: 140,660 square feet (3.2 acres)
Setting
The Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion is situated in the southeastern quadrant of the zoo, just west of Hamill Family Wild Encounters, and provides housing for Brookfield Zoo’s animal ambassadors. 
Entry Vestibule/Lobby

· The public entry’s walls are clad in wood recycled from Brookfield Zoo’s Children’s Zoo’s big barn. The wood was skillfully removed, sanded, stained, and cut to the needs of the space. 

· A video monitor communicates to guests what is happening in the event space that day and greets those attending a catered event with information and directions. 

· Public restroom facilities, including an ADA-accessible family restroom with an adult changing table, are located off the lobby. These restrooms also serve the adjacent Oaks Café.
ITW White Oak Room
· 2,173 square feet
· This multiuse event space features high wood ceilings and a glass wall, which opens to a covered patio area that can serve as an extension of the space. 
· Clerestory windows surround the room to maximize natural daylight. 
· Dinner seating capacity for up to approximately 160 seated guests.
· Four flat-screen video monitors allow users of the room to show images during events or so that the Chicago Zoological Society can post animal and conservation messages when private events are not taking place.
· Support facilities include a 364-square-foot, full-service kitchen and a 234-square-foot storage room. 
· One unisex ADA-accessible restroom is directly adjacent to the ITW White Oak Room. Additional ADA-accessible restrooms, as well as a family restroom with an adult changing station, are down a hallway. 

Animal Keeper Facilities

· 2,752 square feet

· This space provides animal care staff with workstations, kitchen, meeting space, and full restroom facilities with lockers and showers. 
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LEED Aspects
· The Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion was designed to be a LEED building, certified by the U.S. Green Building Council. The level of LEED certification will be dependent upon final examination of submitted paperwork. (The certification process can take up to a year to finalize). 
· The building has water-efficient plumbing fixtures and adaptive and native landscaping to reduce the need for irrigation. 
· A conscious effort was made to use wood certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and products with higher levels of preconsumer and postconsumer recycled content. 
· To reduce the carbon footprint for materials being used for the project, an effort was made to utilize regional materials that were extracted, harvested, or manufactured within 500 miles of the project site. 
Animal Holding Area
· 2,961 square feet
· More than 70 individual animal ambassadors representing nearly 40 species occupy the holding areas, which are specifically dedicated to reptiles, birds, and small mammals. There is also an outdoor bird mew and an area for larger animals with adjacent outdoor access. 
· The species list includes:
Amazon horned toad

American kestrel

Ball python
Bearded dragon

Blanding’s turtle
Blue-tongued skink
Boa constrictor
Boa python
Burmese python

Caracal

Chuckwalla

Corn snake

Dumeril’s boa

Giant African millipede
Goliath bird spider

Great horned owl

Halloween crab
Harris’s hawk

Hissing cockroach

Kookaburra

Linnaeus’s two-toed sloth

Major Mitchell’s cockatoo

Nine-banded armadillo

Ornate box turtle

Prehensile-tailed porcupine
Red-tailed hawk

Rubber boa
Savannah cat
Savannah monitor
Screaming hairy armadillo
Screech owl
Serval
Small-spotted genet
Southern tamandua
Tiger salamander

Turkey vulture
Yellow rat snake

Opening
July 1, 2015
Cost
$6.5 million

Funding
The Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion was funded by many generous donors: Mrs. L.W. Alberts, James and Elizabeth Bramsen, Doris Christopher, The Christopher Family, Patricia Gallagher, Corwith Hamill, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Tourism, ITW, Ms. Yvonne A. Johnson, Michelle and Andrew Lauter, Jerry and Sandy Manne, Judy and Michael Mason, Kelley and Paul Schueler, Kathy and Jim Sperlak, State of Illinois, Jennifer Wolf and Steven Miller, and the Women’s Board of the Chicago Zoological Society.
Principal (buildings and landscaping)
Booth Hansen, Chicago, IL 
Construction Manager
Featherstone, Inc. LLC, Downers Grove, IL
#      #      #      

