	
	                    Contact: Sondra Katzen

                                  Public Relations

                                  708.688.8351

                                  sondra.katzen@czs.org


Hamill Family Wild Encounters

Fact Sheet

Purpose
· Through up-close encounters and multisensory experiences, guests of all ages will have the opportunity to interact with Brookfield Zoo’s animal ambassadors and, inspired to action, become active conservationists.
· Create up-close animal experiences, including feeding, and informational presentations by staff and at special events.

· Improve animal viewing and increase potential informal science learning experiences for guests.
Site Development
· Hamill Family Wild Encounters: 101,404 square feet (2.3 acres)

· Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion (building only): 10,739 square feet
· Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion boundaries: 39,256 square feet (.9 acres)

· Total area: 140,660 square feet (3.2 acres)
Setting
Hamill Family Wild Encounters spans 2.3 acres in the southeastern section of Brookfield Zoo, the former site of Children’s Zoo. A blend of interactive elements, color, and artwork entices guests to get up close to reindeer, goats, llamas, alpacas, parakeets, and red pandas, as well as some of the 70+ animal ambassadors. 

Christopher Family Plaza
Central to the exhibit, the Christopher Family Plaza is a place where guests can gather to have up-close experiences with many of the zoo’s animal ambassadors as staff talk about them in this informal setting. The plaza is captivating with its three kinesthetic artwork pieces by Andrew Carson. The one-of-a-kind pieces of art, which range from 10 to 14 feet high, are made of metal and brilliant shapes of glass that spin and rotate with the slightest breeze.

Goats

· 5,622 square feet.
· 25 to 30 Nigerian dwarf goats.
· Opportunities for guests to have up-close experiences and feed animals.
· Boulders in the habitat will afford the goats opportunities to climb, jump, and leap.
· Climate-controlled holding area.
· Colorful interpretive graphics.
· Life-size goat footprints embedded in the concrete.
· Feeding stations for the purchase of grain.
· Hand sanitizer stations at the exit.
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Llamas and Alpacas
· 3,429 square feet.
· Llamas and alpacas will interact with guests throughout the day during walks and grooming demonstrations.
· Colorful interpretive graphics.
· Life-size llama footprints embedded in the concrete allow guests to compare differences between the two species.

Reindeer
· 10,350 square feet (two habitats).
· Five to seven reindeer (with an expanded herd planned in the future).
Bennett’s Wallabies and Emus
· 29,364 square feet.
· 25 Bennett’s wallabies and emus (one of the largest bird species).
· Opportunities for guests to have up-close experiences and feed animals (fee applies to purchase grain).
· Feeding machines located along walkway.
· An Australian-themed wood pergola in the center of the trail provides a relaxing area for guests and an encounter zone with sound system and video monitor for keepers and ambassador animals. 

Red Pandas
· 1,418 square feet.
· Two female red pandas.
· An indoor climate-controlled structure will house them during the coldest days of the year. 

· A 13-foot-hight, 35-foot-wide man-made tree replicating a bonsai tree was designed and built by Chicago Zoological Society staff. Timed mechanisms distribute food from the branches at random intervals to encourage the animals’ natural foraging behaviors.
Parakeet Aviary
· 6,677 square feet.
· More than 700 parakeets occupy 4,692 square feet of public space for up-close experiences (not all birds on exhibit at same time).
· One of the largest indoor parakeet aviaries in North America.
· Translucent ceiling panels provide natural daylight.
· A video monitor at the entrance to the aviary illustrates what guests can expect inside.
· Seed sticks are available for purchase to allow guests opportunities to feed birds throughout the day.
· Hand wash stations and hand sanitizers are located at the exit.
· The north side of the aviary building serves as a ticket line for the entire Hamill Family Wild Encounters exhibit.
· The south side of the aviary provides off-exhibit area for the parakeets.
Amenities

· ADA-accessible restrooms (and adult changing table in adjacent Bramsen Animal Ambassador Pavilion).
· Interactive spray mister for cooling guests during warm temperatures.
· Green space with walkways where guests can interact with animal ambassadors.
- more -
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· Benches along pathways provide multiple opportunities for guests to relax and have up-close and personal experiences with a variety of animals.

· Video monitor at entry for exhibit overview.
· Nearby Oaks Café with outdoor ADA accessibility and covered seating.
· Menu items include: freshly prepared salads, sandwiches, and wraps; vegetarian options; 100 percent grass-fed beef burgers; antibiotic hormone-free chicken; and seasonal specials.
Opening
July 1, 2015

Admission
$5 for adults; $3 for children 3-11 and seniors 65 and over; children 2 and under are free; zoo members pay half price
Cost
$11 million

Funding
Hamill Family Wild Encounters was funded by many generous donors: Mrs. L.W. Alberts, James and Elizabeth Bramsen, Doris Christopher, The Christopher Family, Patricia Gallagher, Corwith Hamill, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Tourism, ITW, Ms. Yvonne A. Johnson, Michelle and Andrew Lauter, Jerry and Sandy Manne, Judy and Michael Mason, Kelley and Paul Schueler, Kathy and Jim Sperlak, State of Illinois, Jennifer Wolf and Steven Miller, and the Women’s Board of the Chicago Zoological Society.

Principal (buildings and landscaping)
The Portico Group, Seattle, WA

Construction Manager
Featherstone, Inc. LLC, Downers Grove, IL
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