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Red Panda
(Ailurus fulgens fulgens)
Length
32 to 46 inches from head to tip of tail
Weight
12 to 20 pounds

Distribution
Red pandas are found in the eastern Himalayas and southwestern China. There are two recognized subspecies, the fulgens (western red panda) and refulgens (Styan’s panda). Brookfield Zoo has fulgens, which are found in the western part of the species’ range, including India, Nepal, and Myanmar.
Status in the Wild

The species is vulnerable in the wild due to habitat destruction, fragmentation, and hunting for their fur.
Habitat
High-altitude forest habitat
Description
Their upper body has long, soft reddish-brown fur, and the underparts are a darker reddish-brown to black, as are the limbs. The bottom of their feet are thickly furred, which makes them well insulated for walking on snow and ice. They have white markings on the side of the head and above the eyes. They have a long, bushy tail that they use to balance, as well as to cover themselves in the colder climates. Semiretractable claws aid them while climbing and give them stability among the branches. They have strong jaws, which they use to chew on bamboo.
Behavior
Red pandas are most active at dusk and dawn. Their day begins by licking their front paws and then cleaning the fur all over their body in a catlike, sitting posture. Their diet consists predominantly of bamboo leaves and shoots, acorns, and flowers. They may also eat eggs and small birds and rodents. 
Interesting Facts
· Red pandas are listed in their own taxonomic family: Ailuridae.

· Male red pandas are called boars, females are called sows, and young are called cubs.

· They are related to raccoons, not bears.
· Like raccoons, red pandas dip their paws into water when needing a drink.
· They grow quite slowly, reaching adult size after 12 months.
· Red pandas have a “false thumb” that is an extension of their wrist bones.

· Red pandas’ red and white fur is a great camouflage since it blends in with the lichens and mosses that grow on the trees where they live.
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