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Llama
(Lama glama)
Height
6 feet at the top of the head
Weight
250 to 400 pounds
Distribution
Andes Mountains of central Peru, western Bolivia, northeastern Chile, and northwestern Argentina; domesticated llamas are found worldwide
Status in the Wild

Llamas are mostly domesticated, and therefore, live mostly with people and not in the wild.
Habitat
Alpine grassland and shrubland
Description
Llamas have ears that are rather long and slightly curved inward. They have two-toed feet that have leathery bottom pads and movable toes that give them good balance on rocky trails. Llamas have a short tail and their hair is long, woolly, and soft. They have very well-developed senses of eyesight, hearing, and smell. Their ears are large and cupped to give them extra sensitivity to any small sounds. While grazing, their ears point in the direction a sound is coming from.
Behavior
Llamas are very shy, gentle, and curious. They spit when they want to discourage a potential mate, feel threatened, or want to establish the pecking order at mealtime.
Interesting Facts
· The Incas called llamas “silent brother.”

· Llamas are as strong, if not stronger, than horses. They can be saddled with loads between 50 to 75 pounds and can walk with a load this heavy up to 20 miles.

· They are modified ruminants with a three-chambered stomach instead of a four-chambered one like a cow has. They chew cud like cattle.

· Each year, three to seven pounds of grease-free, lightweight wool can be combed from one llama that can be used to make clothing.

· An environmentally smart choice is to purchase or make clothing from the wool of llamas. Their fibers do not require manufacturing or chemical treatments, making them safe for the environment.

· Unlike wool from sheep, wool from llamas contains no lanolin, making it hypoallergenic and safe for bare skin. If it rains or snows, alpaca outerwear is water-resistant and keeps you warm and dry by wicking moisture away from the skin. Clothes made from llama wool are soft and do not “pill,” looking new and staying comfortable for a long time.

· Before the Spanish conquest in the 1500s, llamas were a big part of South America’s Inca culture, similar to how bison served many purposes for North American Plains Indians.

· Some ranchers use llamas as guard animals to protect livestock from coyotes and other predators.
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